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Unit 3 Journey through the odyssey years
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There is a special life stage that our generation goes through. It is the 1) period, during which we move from adolescence to
adulthood. We learn who we are and what we stand for and what inspires us. Also, in this period we are 2) with a lot of

pressure from our parents who want us to make something out of ourselves.

My parents have already expressed feelings of 3) over my future with academics and life. When | expressed to them recently
that | would not mind graduating in five years instead of four in order to study abroad to 4) myself with the world, they

seemed so shocked. That idea sounded foreign and to them was 5) to lack of ambition.

Apart from that, my mother has 6) to me that she is worried that | am not searching for a boyfriend. | 7) this

stupid idea of marrying out of college since it does not suit me one bit. Women today can get what they want out of life without a man, even

children, as it becomes more 8) for women to adopt children.
| personally want to stay in school as long as | can to 9) my academic work, possibly complete a law degree and start a career,
and then after, and only after, begin to think about 10) to marriage. If my math is correct, that means | will be more or less

"ready” for marriage at the age of 29 or 30, the age when my mother had me.
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Filial piety is the basic code of ethics in the ancient Chinese society. Chinese people consider filial piety as
the essence of a person’s integrity, family harmony, and the nation’s well-being. With filial piety being the
core of Confucian ethics, it has been the moral standard for the Chinese society to maintain the family
relationship for thousands of years. It’s undoubtedly a traditional Chinese virtue. The culture of filial piety is
a complex concept, rich in content and wide in range. It includes not only cultural ideas but also institutional
etiquettes. Generally speaking, it refers to the obligation of children to their parents required by the society,
including respect, care, support for the elderly and so forth. Filial piety is fundamental to the ancient “Oriental

civilization”.

Unit 4 College sweethearts
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Traditional dating is a self-paced, general meeting of two people. The two usually 1) with spending extra time
together, getting to know one another and seeing how 2) they could be to each other. A good example is a man
meeting a woman and sensing her 3) . He then extends a formal invitation for a date. With traditional dating, you get
to go at a steady pace, 4) yourself and your date to get to know each other through extensive contact.
There are many 5) that can be expected from traditional dates. Men, who are supposed to 6) these

traditional values, will open the door for the woman, stand up when she leaves the table, pay for everything, and 7)
to the next move. In the 19505, a man would usually ask a woman out several days ahead for a specific date and time. If she accepted,

they would 8) for a time to pick her up. He would then take her to a dinner and a movie.

Today the rules of traditional dating are less clear. Twenty years ago, if a young lady asked a young man out on a date, it was thought
to be 9) . Now, women are being encouraged to take the initiative and ask men out. A date may consist of a brief
meeting at a café or a trip to the 10) art museum. Men often pay on the first date, but the woman may offer to go

Dutch. The traditional dating style has been found much less common now.
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July 7th on the Chinese calendar is Chinese Qixi Festival, the most romantic of all the traditional Chinese
holidays. Every year, some big businesses organize various activities, and young people send gifts to their
lovers. As a result, the Qixi Festival is considered to be Chinese “Valentine’s Day”. The Qixi Festival is derived
from the legend of Cowherd and Weaving Maid. The legend holds that on this particular night every year the
Weaving Maid in heaven meets with Cowherd. So, people can see Cowherd and Weaving Maid meeting in the
Milky Way on the night of Qixi. On this night, girls would also beg Weaving Maid for some wisdom for a
happy marriage. But, with the changing of times, these activities are diminishing. All that remains is the legend

of Cowherd and Weaving Maid, a sign of faithful love, continuously circulated among the folk.

Unit 5 Spend or save — The student’s dilemma
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To spend or save is a question which many people have. There is always a(n) 1) whether one should spend the
money that he has earned or save that money for the future. Well, there is no 2) answer to the question as different
people have different 3) on their life, and that is the reason why some people tend to spend all the money earned
while others 4) control over their money.

People who spend all the money do not think much about the future. The only thing that they enjoy doing most is to
5) pleasure from spending money. For example, if they like a particular car, mobile phone or laptop, they will buy it
without giving it a thought. For them, the most important thing is to satisfy their material 6) . People who have their

first job or who haven't married often fall in this category.

In the long run, saving is a good 7) for one's life as saving helps an individual to plan for future 8)
needs. That is also the reason why many people save money for a rainy day. Individuals who can 9) their spending
save money successfully. Instead of buying on impulse, they delay their purchasing decision and won't be easily 10)

by commercial ads. Individuals who have responsibility for their family belong to this category.
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The Silk Road is a traffic route in the ancient times connecting China and Eurasia. This trade route focuses on
the trade of silk, hence the name “the Silk Road”. As an international trade channel and a bridge of cultural
exchanges, the Silk Road effectively improved the economic and cultural exchanges and development between
the East and the West, exerting a profound impact on the progress of the world civilization. Nowadays, under
the new historical circumstances, our country proposes the strategy of “One Belt, One Road” (namely the Silk
Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road). The strategy of “One Belt, One Road” focuses
on cooperation and mutual benefits, emphasizing mutual benefits, win-win, as well as common development
of the related countries. Once proposed, the strategy has received positive responses from the related countries

along the road.
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Unit 3 Audrey Hepburn — A true angel in this world
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Audrey Hepburn was a beautiful actress and model, who became one of the most successful and well-known actresses in the film

1)

She was a fashion icon and role model for women all over the world, helping to 2) a particular type of fresh, vulnerable, elfin
(/B R{UAY) beauty. Today's 3) of the slim fashion model is due to Audrey Hepburn's influence. Although she appeared frail
(AE33/9), she was 4) strong. At the end of her acting career when she entered a(n) 5) career as a Goodwill
Ambassador for UNICEF, she was so solidly 6) to her cause that she was held in highest esteem (BE) by even the most

hardened politicians.

Audrey originally started working for UNICEF in 1954, doing radio presentations. She always said it was happy to 7) her life to
helping impoverished (55EAY) children after her own good fortune in 8) the hardship of the Nazi occupation of Holland. She
began her permanent ambassadorship in 1988 and 9) on trips to many countries. She was always positive: "People in these
places don't know Audrey Hepburn, but they recognize the name UNICEF. When they see UNICEF their faces light up, because they know that
something is happening.” In 1992, her 10) work with those in need was recognized when she was awarded the Jean Hersholt

Humanitarian Award by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for her contribution to humanity.
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Ink and wash painting, one of the unique traditional art forms of China, is representative of Chinese painting.
It began around the time of the Tang Dynasty, and then prospered in the Song and Yuan dynasties. With a
history of over one thousand years, it has experienced constant development, improvement and perfection.

The tools and materials used to create ink and wash painting, i.e. brushes, rice paper, and ink, are characteristic

of Chinese culture and closely related to the features of the paintings. For example, the mixing of water and



ink creates different shades of dryness, wetness, thickness and thinness. The integration and infiltration of
water, ink, and rice paper enables such paintings to convey rich images, and hence to achieve unique aesthetic
effects. Ink and wash painting holds a high status in the history of Chinese painting, and it is even regarded as

the criterion to evaluate the artistic level of Oriental paintings.

Unit 7 Surviving an economic crisis
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The American economy is built on credit. In the last decade, however, cheap credit made it too easy for people to buy houses based on
pure speculation that real estate value would endlessly continue to increase. But the housing 1) set off a chain
reaction in our economy. Individuals and investors could no longer resell their homes for a quick profit, 2) no longer
became affordable for many homeowners, and thousands of mortgages defaulted (3FE#Y), leaving investors and financial institutions to

face the terrible consequences.

Ironic, isn't it? Yes, it is true that credit got us into this mess, but it is also true that our economy is 3) unstable right
now, and being that it is built on credit, it needs an inflow of cash or it could come 4) down. This is something no
one wants to see as it would 5) through our economy and into the world markets in a matter of hours, potentially

causing a worldwide recession.

Credit in and of itself is not a bad thing. Credit 6) growth and jobs. Poor use of credit, however, can be
7) , which is what we are on the 8) of seeing now. So long as the rescue plan comes with changes
to lending regulations and more 9) of the industry, there is potential to 10) the market, which is

what everyone wants. Whether or not it works is to be seen, but as it has already been voted on and passed, we should all hope it does.
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Shanghai Free Zone is a free trade zone in Shanghai that was launched in 2013 by the Chinese government.
Covering an area of 28.78 square kilometers, Shanghai Free Trade Zone is the first of its kind in China’s
mainland, and is regarded as a “testing ground” for a number of economic reforms. The establishment of the
free trade zone is a significant measure taken to actively promote the opening-up strategy under the new global
economic and trade situation. It undertakes a major task to explore new ways and accumulate new experience
for the deepening of reform and opening up in an all-round way. As a pilot project, Shanghai Free Trade Zone
will become a “touchstone” for Chinese economy. It will play an active role in deepening reforms and boosting

economic vigor.

Unit 8 Reflections of a Chinese mother in the West
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Laughter is a(n) 1) response to being touched by a tickle (#2£F) — a natural response from the child. This puts the
tickler in 2) of how much or how long the child laughs. We adults don't read children's minds, but we often have a(n)
3) that we can. So we usually think we're aware of what's too much tickling and when to stop. But it is possible to
trap our children without knowing it. We parents become 4) to tickling because it seems to be a(n)
5) shortcut to laughter. We wish that our children are happy and love us, and tickling becomes our shortcut to get
assured.
Rather than forcing laughter in this way, we can 6) upon them inner confidence if we will get down on the floor and
invite them to be in playful physical 7) with us. If we find ways to give them much of the power, our children will

laugh and laugh. Games like "I have a hundred hugs for you!" or "Where's Jared? | know he's around here somewhere." or "Oh, no! |
can't get this horsy rider off my back!" let children laugh and laugh as we try to catch them, or try to find them, or try to

8) them off our backs, and fail over and over.

The physical contact that requires more creativity than tickling allows us to 9) around, to press our heads against
their stomachs here and there for a second, and to manage an embrace before they make another daring escape. We get our affection
across without trapping our children. And we give them a(n) 10) to be inventive as they use their talent to figure out

a hundred ways to outsmart us.
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The CCTV Spring Festival Gala (Spring Festival Gala for short), which was started in 1983, has become an
indispensable cultural consumer product and a cultural symbol in the cultural life of the Chinese people.
Though it’s hard to satisfy the tastes of all the people, it has to be admitted that the Spring Festival Gala has
become a “new custom” for the public that they can’t live without. The Spring Festival Gala is more than a
gala; it is a ritual and a symbol, a culture and a label, and an emotion and a place where people entrust their
hearts to. With the development of the times and the emerging of new media, the audiences are having more
diversified choices and demands. Correspondingly, the Spring Festival Gala is also advancing with the times

to satisfy the growing cultural needs of the people.
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Unit 5 The weight men carry
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To invest in women's education and health is important for the overall welfare of the human society. The 1) for
saying so is obvious, that is, women are playing important roles in modern society. The politicians who 2) taxes

should know that women contribute to 40 percent of the world's production in agriculture, a quarter in industry, and a third in services.
Women farmers in the developing countries grow at least 50 percent of the world's food. In addition to 3) income,
women continue to take responsibilities for household activities such as childcare, cleaning and preparing food, which are sometimes

not as 4) and easy as generally thought.

Yet women's productivity remains low. Improving women's productivity can greatly benefit economic growth and poverty
5) ., which are key development goals around the world. Hence, to 6) women's status is a vital part

of the World Bank's strategy for broadly based economic and human resource development.

To improve women's welfare calls for the efforts of both women and men. If long-term change in the conditions of women is to be

7) , the actions and attitudes of men must change, rather than simply to 8) women from old
conventions. Problems affecting women are often closely related to the social 9) between men and women. For
example, it is impossible to deal with women's health problems effectively through 10) that involve only women.

Many women's health problems are embedded in unequal gender relation in work loads, responsibilities for family welfare, as well as

access to resources and decision-making.
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Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) is a non-governmental, non-profit international organization. Initiated by 25 Asian

countries and Australia, it was officially founded in 2001. The organization is headquartered in Boao Town in



China’s Hainan Province. With equality, mutual benefit, cooperation and win-win as its objectives, BFA is
devoted to promoting economic exchanges, coordination and cooperation between Asian countries as well as
enhancing dialogs and ties between Asia and other parts of the world. The forum provides a high-level platform
where governments, businesses and scholars from relevant countries discuss Asian and global affairs. Through
further regional economic cooperation, BFA will facilitate the realization of Asian countries’ goals and

contribute to a new Asia that boasts greater prosperity, stability and peace.

Unit 6 The coming energy crisis
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With environmental damage from coal- and gas-derived power already at crisis levels, even alternatives that are currently limitedly
available are looking great. Wind power, an energy source that costs far less than nuclear and coal power and contributes no toxic

1) to the environment, seems to many of us highly 2) and ideal.

But there are people who 3) and are fighting the installation of new wind turbines. They 4) bird
deaths as an unacceptable side-effect of wind-generated power. Through various forms of protests, they hope to save huge numbers

of birds from death at the 5) blades of massive wind turbines.

No one really knows how many birds die each year as a result of the growing wind power industry. Most studies focus on only one or
two wind farms. Yet, published studies suggest that wind farms 6) considerably in the risk they pose to birds. Some

wind turbines don't appear to kill any birds, while others are believed to kill as many as 40 birds per turbine per year. Though these

reports tell us 7) about the total number of birds killed, they do tell us that steps can be taken when constructing
wind power turbines to 8) their impact on birds. For example, wind farms should not be built on bird migration
routes. Wind turbines should be erected in ways to avoid 9) blades at a height where birds tend to fly. Wind towers
should be 10) carefully to prevent birds from sitting or resting on them. Some reports even argue that well-planned

wind power can actually save many birds if it is used increasingly to replace power generation from fossil fuels.
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Urban-rural integration is a new stage of China’s modernization and urbanization process. It aims to break the
urban and rural dual economic structure through making integrated plans for urban and rural development,
and through system reform and policy adjustment, so that the urban and rural areas will finally achieve equal
policies and realize complementary developing patterns, enabling the rural residents to enjoy the same level
of civilization and equal benefits with the urban residents. Urban-rural integration is a significant and profound
social reform which enables comprehensive, coordinated and sustainable development of the entire urban-
rural economy. Only by enhancing urban-rural integration, and by properly managing urban-rural relationships,
increasing urban-rural collaboration, and narrowing the gap between urban and rural areas, can we guarantee

that our country realize the blueprint goal of building a well-off society in an all-round way by 2020.



